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(b) No discharge into the sea shall contain chemicals or other substances in quantities 
or concentrations which are hazardous to the marine environment or chemicals or 
other substances introduced for the purpose of circumventing the conditions of 
discharge specified in this Regulation. 

(c) The oil residues which cannot be discharged into the sea in compliance with 
sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph shall be retained on board or discharged to 
reception facilities. 

(4) The provisions of this Regulation shall not apply to the discharge of clean or segregat- 
ed ballast. 

(5) Nothing in this Regulation shall prohibit a ship on a voyage only part of which is in a 
special area from discharging outside the special area in accordance with Regulation 9 of this 
Annex. 

(6) Whenever visible traces of oil are observed on or below the surface of the water in the 
immediate vicinity of a . ship or its wake, the Governments of Parties to the Convention 
should, to the extent they are reasonably able to do so, promptly investigate the facts bearing 
on the issue of whether there has been a violation of the provisions of this Regulation or 
Regulation 9 of this Annex. The investigation should include, in particular, the wind and sea 
conditions, the track and speed of the ship, other possible sources of the visible traces in the 
vicinity, and any relevant oil discharge records. 

(7) Reception facilities within special areas: 
(a) Mediterranean Sea, Black Sea and Baltic Sea areas: 

(i) The Government of each Party to the Convention, the coastline of which 
borders on any given special area undertakes to ensure that not later than 1 
January 1977 all oil loading terminals and repair ports within the special area 
are provided with facilities adequate for the reception and treatment of all 
the dirty ballast and tank washing water from oil tankers. In addition all 
ports within the special area shall be provided with adequate reception 
facilities for other residues and oily mixtures from all ships. Such facilities 
shall have adequate capacity to meet the needs of the ships using them 
without causing undue delay. 

(ii) The Government of each Party having under its jurisdiction entrances to 
seawater courses with low depth contour which might require a reduction of 
draught by the discharge of ballast undertakes to ensure the provision of the 
facilities referred to in sub-paragraph (a)(i) of this paragraph but with the 
proviso that ships required to discharge slops or dirty ballast could be subject 
to some delay. 

(iii) During the period between the entry into force of the present Convention (if 
earlier than 1 January 1977) and 1 January 1977 ships while navigating in the 
special areas shall comply with the requirements of Regulation 9 of this 
Annex. However, the Governments of Parties the coastlines of which border 
any of the special areas under this sub-paragraph may establish a date earlier 
than 1 January 1977, but after the date of entry into force of the present 
Convention, from which the requirements of this Regulation in respect of the 
special areas in question shall take effect: 
(1) if all the reception facilities required have been provided by the date so 

established; and 
(2) provided that the Parties concerned notify the Organization of the date 

so established at least six months in advance, for circulation 'to other 
Parties. 

(iv) After 1 January 1977, or the date established in accordance with sub- 
paragraph (a)(iii) of this paragraph if earlier, each Party shall notify the 


