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Administration, of a clear equivalence to the requirements for the post to be 
filled, provided that, if such a person holds no appropriate certificate, he shall be 
required to pass a test accepted by the Administration as demonstrating that such 
a dispensation may safely be issued. In addition, Administrations shall ensure 
that the post in question is filled by the holder of "an appropriate certificate as 
soon as possible. " 

(3) Parties shall, as soon as possible after 1 January of each year, send a report 
to the Secretary-General giving information of the total number of dispensations 
in respect of each capacity for which a certificate is required that have been issued 
during the year to sea-going ships, together with information as to the numbers 
of those ships above and below 1 600 gross register tons respectively. 

ARTICLE IX 

Equivalents 

(1) The Convention shall not prevent an Administration from retaining or 
adopting other educational and training arrangements, including those involving 
sea-going service and shipboard organization especially adapted to technical 
developments and to special types of ships and trades, provided that the level of 
sea-going service, knowledge and efficiency as regards navigational and technical 
handling of ship and cargo ensures a degree of safety at sea and has a preventive 
effect as regards pollution at least equivalent to the requirements of the 
Convention. 

(2) Details of such arrangements shall be reported as early as practicable to the 
Secretary-General who shall circulate such particulars to all Parties. 

ARTICLE X 

Control 

(1) Ships, except those excluded by Article III, are subject, while in the ports of 
a Party, to control by officers duly authorized by that Party to verify that all 
seafarers serving on board who are required to be certificated by the Convention 
are so certificated or hold an appropriate dispensation. Such certificates shall be 
accepted unless there are clear grounds for believing that a certificate has been 
fraudulently obtained or that the holder of a certificate is not the person to whom 
that certificate was originally issued. 

(2) In the event that any deficiencies are found under paragraph (1) or under 
the procedures specified in Regulation 1/4 -  "Control Procedures", the officer 
carrying out the control shall forthwith inform, in writing, the master of the ship 
and the Consul or, in his absence, the nearest diplomatic representative or the 
maritime authority of the State whose flag the ship is entitled to fly, so that 
appropriate action may be taken. Such notification shall specify the details of the 
deficiencies found and the grounds on which the Party determines that these 
deficiencies pose a danger to persons, property or the environment. 

(3) In exercising the control under paragraph (1) if, taking into account the size 
and type. of the ship and the length and nature of the voyage, the deficiencies 


