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Recognizing further the importance of the respecti-
ve roles that individual citizens, non-governmental or-
ganizations and the private sector can play in environ-
mental protection,

Desiring to promote environmental education to
further the understanding of the environment and su-
stainable development and to encourage widespread
public awareness of, and participation in, decisions af-
fecting the environment and sustainable development,

Noting, in this context, the importance of making
use of the media and of electronic or other, future
forms of communication,

Recognizing the importance of fully integrating en-
_vironmental considerations in governmental decision-
making and the consequent need for public authorities
to be in possession of accurate, comprehensive and
up-to-date environmental information,

Acknowledging that public authorities hold env-
ironmental information in the public interest,

Concerned that effective judicial mechanisms
should be accessible to the public, including organiza-
- tions, so that its legitimate interests are protected and
the law is enforced,

Noting the importance of adequate product infor-
mation being provided to consumers to enable them to
make informed environmental choices, -

Recognizing the concern of the public about the de-
liberate release of genetically modified organisms
into the environment and the need for increased trans-
parency and greater public participation in decision-
making in this field,

Convincedthat the implementation of this Convent-
ion will contribute to strengthening democracy in the
region of the United Nations Economic Commission
for Europe (ECE),

Conscious of the role played in this respect by ECE
and recalling, inter alia, the ECE Guidelines on Ac-
cess to Environmental Information and Public Partici-
pation in Environmental Decision-making endorsed
in the Ministerial Declaration adopted at the Third
Ministerial Conference "Environment for Europe" in
Sofia, Bulgaria, on 25 October 1995,

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions in the Con-
vention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a
Transboundary Context, done at Espoo, Finland, on
25 February 1991, and the Convention on the Trans- -
boundary Effects of Industrial Accidents and the Con-
vention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary
Watercourses and International Lakes, both done at
Helsinki on 17 March 1992, and other regional con-
ventions,

Conscious that the adoption of this Convention will
have contributed to the further strengthening of the
"Environment for Europe" process and to the results
of the Fourth Ministerial Conference in Aarhus, Den-
mark, in June 1998,

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1
OBJECTIVE

In order to contribute to the protection of the right
of every person of present and future generations to
live in an environment adequate to his or her health
and well-being, each Party shall guarantee the rights
of access to information, public participation in deci-
sion-making, and access to justice in environmental
matters in accordance with the provisions of this Con-
vention.

Article 2
DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of this Convention,

1. "Party" means, unless the text otherwise indica-
tes, a Contracting Party to this Convention;

2. "Public authority" means:

(a) Government at national, regional and other le-
vel; :

- (b) Natural or legal persons performing public ad-
ministrative functions under national law, including
specific duties, activities or services in relation to the
environment;

‘(c) Any other natural or legal persons having public
responsibilities or functions, or providing public ser-



