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vices, in relation to the environment, under the control
of a body or person falling within subparagraphs (a) or
(b) above;

-(d) The institutions of any. regional economic inte-
gration organization referred to in article 17 which is
a Party to this Convention.

This definition does not include bodies or instituti-
ons acting in a judicial or legislative capacity;

3. "Environmental information" means any infor-
mation in written, visual, aural, electronic or any other
material form on:

(a) The state of elements of the environment, such
as air and atmosphere, water, soil, land, landscape and
natural sites, biological diversity ‘and its components,
including genetically modified organisms, and the in-
teraction among these elements;

(b) Factors, such as substances, energy, noise and
radiation, and activities or measures, including admi-
nistrative measures, environmental agreements, poli-
cies, legislation, plans and programmes, affecting or
likely to affect the elements of the environment within
the scope of subparagraph (a) above, and cost-benefit
and other economic analyses and assumptions used in
environmental decisiqn-making; '

(c) The state of human health and safety, conditions
of human life, cultural sites and built structures, in-
asmuch as they are or may be affected by the state of
the elements of the environment or, through these ele-
ments, by the factors, activities or measures referred
to in subparagraph (b) above; '

4. "The public" means one or more natural or legal
persons, and, in accordance with national legislation
or practice, their associations, organizations or
groups; ‘

5. "The public concerned" means the public af-
fected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest
in, the environmental decision-making; for the purpo-
ses of this definition, non-governmental organizations
promoting environmental protection and meeting any
requirements under national law shall be deemed to
have an interest.

Article 3.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Each Party shall take the necessary legislative,
regulatory and other measures, including measures to
achieve compatibility between the provisions imple-
menting the information, public participation and ac-
cess-to-justice provisions in this Convention, as well
as ‘proper enforcement measures, to establish and
maintain a clear, transparent and consistent fra-
mework to implement the provisions of this Convent-
ion. ‘ : ‘

2. Each Party shall endeavour to ensure that offici- -

" als and authorities assist and provide guidance to the

publiciin seeking access to information, in facilitating
participation in decision-making and in seeking ac- -
cess to justice in environmental matters.

3. Each Party shall promote environmental educati-
on and environmental awareness among the public,
especially on how to obtain-access to information, to
participate in decision-making and to obtain access to
justice in environmental matters.

4. Each Party shall provide for appropriate recogni-
tion of and support to associations, organizations or
groups promoting environmental protection and ens-
ure that its national legal system is consistent with this

* obligation.

5. The provisions of this Convention shall hot affect
the right of a Party to maintain or introduce measures
providing for broader access to information, more ex-
tensive public participation in decision-making and
wider access to justice in environmental matters’ than
required by thls Convention.

- 6. This Convention shall not require any derogation

~ from existing rights of access to information, public

participation in decision-making and access to justice
in environmental mattefs.

“7. Each Party shall promote the application of the
principles of this Convention in international environ-
mental decision-making processes and within the fra-
mework of international organizations in matters rela-
ting to the environment.

8. Each Party shall ensure that persons exercising
their rights-in conformity with the provisions of this
Convention shall not be penalized, persecuted or ha-
rassed in any way for their involvement. This provisi-



