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SIGNATURE 

This Convention shall be open for signature at Aar- 
hus (Denmark) on 25 June 1998, and thereafter at Uni- 
ted Nations Headquarters in New York until 

21 December 1998, by States members of the Eco- 
nomic Commission for Europe as well as States 
having consultative status with the Economic Com- 
mission for Europe pursuant to paragraphs 8 and 11 of 
Economic and Social Council resolution 36 (IV) of 28 
March 1947, and by regional economic integration or- 
ganizations constituted by sovereign States members 
of the Economic Commission for Europe to which 
their member States have transferred competence 
over matters governed by this Convention, including 
the competence to enter into treaties in respect of the- 
se matters. 

Article 18 

DEPOSITARY 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall 
act as the Depositary of this Convention. 

Article 19 

RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE, APPROVAL 
AND ACCESSION 

1. This Convention shall be subject to ratification, 
acceptance or approval by signatory States and regio- 
nal.economic integration organizations. 

2. This Convention shall be open for accession as 
from 22 December 1998 by the States and regional 
economic integration organizations referred to in ar- 
ticle 17. 

3. Any other State, not referred to in paragraph 2 
above, that is a Member of the United Nations may ac- 
cede to the Convention upon approval by the Meeting 
of the Parties. 

4. Any organization referred to in article 17 which 
becomes a Party to this Convention without any of its 
member States being a Party shall be bound by all the 
obligations under this Convention. If one or more of 
such an organization's member States is a Party to this 
Convention, the organization and its member States 
shall decide on their respective responsibilities for the 

performance of their obligations under this Convent- 
ion. In such cases, the organization and the member 
States shall not be entitled to exercise rights under this 
Convention concurrently. 

5. In their instruments of ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession, the regional economic integra- 
tion organizations referred to in article 17 shall decla- 
re the extent of their competence with respect to the 
matters 

governed by this Convention. These organizations 
shall also inform the Depositary of any substantial 
modification to the extent of their competence. 

Article 20 

ENTRY INTO FORCE 

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the ni- 
netieth day after the date of deposit of the sixteenth in- 
strument of ratification, acceptance, approval or ac- 
cession. 

2. For the purposes of paragraph 1 above, any in- 
strument deposited by a regional economic integrati- 
on organization shall not be counted as additional to 
those deposited by States members of such an organi- 
zation. 

3. For each State or organization referred to in ar- 
ticle 17 which ratifies, accepts or approves this Con- 
vention or accedes thereto after the deposit of the six- 
teenth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval 
or accession, the Convention shall enter into force on 
the ninetieth day after the date of deposit by such State 
or organization of its instrument of ratification, accep- 
tance, approval or accession. 

Article 21 

WITHDRAWAL 

At any time after three years from the date on which 
this Convention has come into force with respect to a 
Party, that Party may withdraw from the Convention 
by giving written notification to the Depositary. Any 
such withdrawal shall take effect on the ninetieth day 
after the date of its receipt by the Depositary. 

Article 22 


